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November 21, 2019 

 

Dear Families, 

 

I write to you this evening to provide you with information concerning an incident 

that took place in our school today.  This afternoon, at approximately 12:15 pm, we 

became aware that a child allegedly made a statement suggesting they intended to 

“shoot the school.” Upon receipt of this information our team immediately 

responded to the classroom. 

 

The child was removed from class and Mr. Duffey and School Resource Officer 

Sullivan remained to investigate the issue, address the class and reassure everyone 

that they were safe. I spoke directly with the child who reported the incident and it 

quickly became clear that the accusation was false. Follow up questions resulted in 

the student recanting their original report at which point the conversation quickly 

shifted to the serious ramifications of making false accusations of any nature, 

especially those that concern the safety of our school.  

 

While there was zero credibility to the alleged behavior this afternoon, I share this 

information in the event that you hear or have already heard about this incident. 

These kinds of issues can create anxiety for children or generate questions that are 

challenging to answer. To support you in managing anxiety or questions that may 

arise, I contacted Dedham’s Director of Counseling Services, Dr. Ashley Dube and 

together we identified an article that may be useful  to you. This article was attached 

to the email containing this letter. In addition to this resource,  I encourage you to 

remind your child that if they are feeling uncomfortable or anxious during the school 

day they can always access one of our guidance or administrative staff for support. 

 

There is no doubt that this incident is both concerning and unfortunate. That being 

said it is also important to recognize again the opportunity to reflect and learn as a 

community. As we discussed with this student today, our words are powerful and 

have a direct impact on those around us.  What we say, how we say it, and to whom 

we say it determine the impressions we make on others.  I will be reiterating this 

message tomorrow through our morning announcements and in other venues 

throughout the day. I ask that you join me in discussing and reinforcing these 

concepts with your children at home.  

 

As I write this evening I am reminded of an inspirational quote shared with me by 

one of our seventh graders this week. Barbara Corcoran said, “All my best successes 

came on the heels of failure.” Accompanying the quote the student said, “I think this 

is a good one since DMS emphasizes that we learn from our mistakes.” I was  
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overjoyed to read these words as they indicate that DMS students are hearing and 

internalizing our message. Making mistakes in middle school is normal, it’s 

appropriate.  The adolescent brain is still developing and this can lead to impulsive 

choices and decisions that do not fully consider the consequences of actions. And it is 

in those mistakes that we find the greatest opportunities for learning and growth.  

 

Thank you for your time this evening and for your continued partnership in making 

DMS an amazing place. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me directly.  

 

All my best, 

 

 

Karen Hillman 

Principal 
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